Tennessee Right to Life
SANCTITY OF LIFE CURRICULUM
Grade 2 - WEEK 2

GOD’S PERFECT PLAN

PERSPECTIVE FOR THE TEACHER

God is truly AWESOME! His creation is a testimony of His lively imagination, His
beauty, His power and even His sense of humor. Only God could have thought up and
created sea horses, stars, roses, oceans, snowflakes, and giraffes. With this creation comes
order and perfection. For example, the planets actually stay in their orbits instead of going
off course and bumping into each other. The giraffe not only has a long neck, but also long
legs so that he is able to reach down to get water.

However, one of the most awe-inspiring parts of God’s creation is the human
journey to birth. It is truly a miracle how each human being starts as just a tiny single cell
and in nine months is ready to be born. The unborn child, during his/her time in the womb
does some pretty amazing things.

Last week you talked to your students about God’s plan for each of us. The fetal
models helped them to visualize the humanity of the unborn child and to understand that
God’s plan for us started even before we were born. Through the lesson you helped them to
understand the message of Jeremiah 1:5, “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.”

This week, you will discuss God’s perfect order in creation and show the class God’s
wonderful, month-by-month plan of development for the unborn child. The Little One
poster will help the children appreciate Psalm 139:13-14a, “For you created my inmost
being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise You because I am fearfully and
wonderfully made . . . Although the Little One poster is self-explanatory, you may want
to spend some time before class familiarizing yourself with it.

This lesson will also touch on the point that although God’s plan is perfect, it is not
always easy. However, if we are attempting to know, love and serve Him, we will see Him
at work even in difficult times. The story of Joni (pronounced Johnny) Eareckson Tada will
help illustrate this to the students. Her story will also help the children to understand that
God not only works through what we can do, but also, and sometimes most powerfully,
through what we cannot do.

As your second grade students get older, they will remember the beautiful pictures
and models of the little babies that you show them in these lessons. They will remember
parts of the story of the woman who was hurt and then learned to paint with her mouth.
Therefore, it will be hard for them to accept the pro-choice arguments that abortion is
acceptable and that some lives just aren’t worth living. Be assured that you are playing an
important role in promoting the Sanctity of Human Life.

SCRIPTURES: Psalm 139:13-14 Romans 8:28
Memory Verse: “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10
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LESSON GOALS:
e To talk about God’s plan for members of their family (from Family Tree Project)
e To explore God’s plan for fetal development
e To discuss that God’s plan is not always easy
e To illustrate the power of following God’s plan even when it is difficult through the
story of Joni Eareckson Tada

THIS LESSON SHOULD HELP THE STUDENTS:
e To value God’s plan for themselves and others in their family.
e To discover the perfect plan that God has for unborn babies as they develop in their
mother’s womb.
e To realize that God’s plan for our lives isn’t always easy to follow.
e To understand that we must continue to follow God’s plan even in (especially in)
difficult times.

VISUALS / SPECIAL PREPARATIONS:
e 9 Months that Made You fetal development poster
e Joni Eareckson Tada story (see Appendix C)
e Joni’s Story art samples

TAKE HOME MATERIALS:
e God’s Perfect Plan worksheet
e Coloring sheet(s)

TEACHING THE LESSON

A. Introduction

1. Prayer

Begin by thanking God for the gift of Life and for His plan for each of us. Ask Him
to help us to stay close to Him so that we will know His plan.

2. Review

Last week, we talked about God’s plan for our lives. Does anyone remember the
three things that we talked about last week that we should do that will help us to know
God’s plan us? (We are supposed to know, love, and serve God.) What are some of the
things that we do to know God? (We learn about God through His creation, the Bible, our
parents, our pastor, and Sunday School class.) Remember that we said that it is hard to love
someone if you don’t know him or her. We said last week that loving God means obeying
Him—Kkeeping His commandments. And the other thing was to serve God by serving and
helping others.

We also looked at and held those beautiful models of the unborn babies. Remember
how we talked about how God knew you even before you were born, while you were still

2 Revised 5/06



Grade 2 Week 2

growing inside your mommy? What do you remember about those models? (If the children
do not respond, please review some of the facts.)

Get out your homework assignment from last week—your family tree. (Take a
few minutes to discuss some of the things that the children wrote down about their family
members. Point out that these special things that they told about each person are part of
God'’s plan for them.) Part of the plan God had for the people on your family tree was to be
a family. For example, part of your grandparents’ plan was to care for your mom or dad. If
they had not carried out that plan, then your parents wouldn’t even be here. If they had not
followed God’s plan, then you wouldn’t even be here!! So if you look at your tree, you can
see that part of the plan for each of these people was YOU! Isn’t God wonderful that He
had you planned even before you were here?

B. Class Discussion

1. God’s Perfect Plan

He makes the sun come up, so that we have day and night. He makes the seasons
change; so that sometimes it is hot and sometimes it is cold. He makes the plants to grow
from tiny seeds. God has given direction and order to His creation and causes it to work in
harmony. God's plan is perfect.

2. Ephesians 2:10

Last week we memorized Ephesians 2:10. It says God prepared us in advance for
what He wants us to do. Let’s say it together again, “For we are God's workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do the good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
Sometimes it is hard to follow God’s plan. Maybe you are a fast runner and you break your
leg. Can you still serve God? Can you still carry out His plan? Of course you can! Since
your leg is in a cast and you can’t run, you might have time to pray more. Or you might
have time to read your Bible and learn more about God. Or you might talk to your family
more. Or since you have a cast on, you might have to sit in a different place at school,
maybe by someone you don’t know, and you may be able to help him/her in some way.

Remember Moses from last week? Remember how God told Moses to go talk to the
pharaoh? Moses was supposed to tell him to let the Hebrew slaves go free. Well that plan
was very hard for Moses. He even told God that he didn’t want to go to Pharaoh because he
did not know what to say. God told Moses that He would give him the words, and He did.
You see, God knows everything!! But we have to remember that when things are hard, we
must still know, love and serve God so that we will know what He wants us to do.

3. Joni Eareckson Tada

I want to read you a story about someone who followed God’s plan even when it was
very hard. (Read the story on Joni Eareckson Tada from Appendix C. Pass around tthe
brochure, found at the end of the lesson, so they can see her and her drawings. This will be
taken back up and returned to the notebook. Give the children time to talk about the story.)
Even with all that Joni has gone through and even though she can’t move her body very
much, she still loves and serves God. She loves God more now than when she could move.
Her story and her paintings and the way she lives her life are all part of God’s plan for her.
As difficult as her life has been, Joni knows the truth of this verse, “And we know that God
causes all things to work together for good to those who love God... ” (Romans 8:28)
C. Class Activity

Little One Poster
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God also has a special plan for how people live and grow. He has a special way that
we grow inside our mommies until we are ready to be born. We need this plan and this time
to grow. Most babies grow inside their mommies for nine months--that's almost a whole
year!

(If possible, have the children gather around the "Little One" fetal development
poster.) Each of you grew inside your mommy for about nine months. During that time,
you were growing and learning to do some pretty neat things. (Go over highlights of the
poster, while pointing out how beautiful these babies are and how amazing God's plan is.)

In the Bible we find a beautiful Scripture about how you grew inside your
mommy. Psalm 139: 13 and 14 says, “For you created my inmost being, you knit me
together in my mother’s womb. I praise You because I am fearfully and wonderfully made."

D. Closing

1. Summary

Let's take a minute to remind ourselves of all the things that we learned today.

e We learned that we should always try to do the things that please God every
minute of every day. That is how we carry out His plan for us.

o We talked about how it is not always easy to follow God's plan.

o We read about Joni, who loves and serves God even if she can't move very much.

o We learned about God's perfect plan for babies growing inside their mommies.

2. Take Home Assignment

For your homework, | want you to take home this coloring page. It is a picture kind
of like the ones Joni draws. | want you to color it, making it as beautiful as possible. While
you are coloring it, imagine how hard it would be to do that the way Joni does it. Also, I
want you to share with your parents the story of Joni and how she is able to follow God's
plan, even though it is hard.

3. Closing Prayer
Offer a prayer of thanksgiving for God's special plan for each of us. Ask Him to
help each of us to follow that plan even when it is hard.

Remember to pass out the Take Home Packets.
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